THE    STAR-SPANGLED    MANNER
and designed to arouse the colonists to a warlike
pitch against the British Government, have formed
the basis of the treatments in our school textbooks
and have served to perpetuate judgments of the
American Revolution which no fair-minded historian
can accept to-day/
I finished reading the passage, but for a moment 1
kept my eyes on the book. This was really a little
embarrassing. For I saw absolutely nothing of an
offensive nature in it. If Washington were not a
'great disloyalist,' what was he? Was it not the fact
that he had chosen a greater loyalty than his allegi-
ance to an Anglo-German sovereign that entitles him
to the respect of history? If he were not a 'great
rebel/ what was the meaning of the phrase, 'the
American Revolution'? It was on the tip of my
tongue to give utterance to these reflections when
Thompson interrupted me.
'Are Chicago's public-school-children to be taught
that George Washington was a traitor?'
'No,'I said,'but-1
I was answered by a torrent of words. He gave
me no opportunity to say that I thought his bogey
was a fake. The air was thick with vituperation.
4They' had removed from the history books the
name of Von Steuben, the German who helped to
drill George Washington's army. 'They' had
omitted to pay due homage to DeKalb, who had
served In a sunilar capacity. 'They' had impudently
lavished their fervour on the Battle of Quebec in
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